
I knew it would 
be a good day at 
Rotary (aren’ t 
they all?) when 
Gary Cunial stood 
to lead us in the 
Pledge of Alle-
giance, Eddie 
Viramontes was 
present to offer an 
invocation, Bar-
bara (isn©t she 
lovely) Baerg 
offered us encour-
agement as she 
led us in singing 
“God Bless 
America” , we had 
a visiting Rotar-
ian in the person 
of Ellen McKenna 
with the Glendale 
Sunrise club and 
Pete Satuloff brought the 
his charming wife Mari as 
a guest.  And to top it all 
off, President Archie fined 
himself $10 for failing to 
ask that Mari be intro-
duced.  

Making this an even more 
special day was the induc-
tion of another new mem-
ber into Rotary and into our 

club.  A former member, a 
happily married family 
man with two adult chil-
dren and a 16 year old, a 
likable lawyer, a UCLA 
supporter, a pilot with his 
own plane, a skipper with 
his own boat, a member of 
the Naval Sea Cadet pro-
gram working with under-
privileged kids, Gary Cu-
nial is truly a renaissance 

man. (did I mention his 
community theatre acting 
career?)  Gary was in-
ducted back into the club 
by PDG Joe DiFatta and 
gave one of the most mov-
ing reasons for rejoining 
the club.  You had to be 
there and if you weren’ t 
there then you should have 
been.  

THIS WEEK'S MEETING 

Qu o t e o f  t h e 
Day  

I  n ev er  m ar r ied  be-
cau se I  h av e t h r ee 
pet s a t  h om e t h at  
ser v e t h e sam e pu r -
pose as a h u sban d . I  
h av e a dog  t h at  
g r ow ls in  t h e m or n -
in g , a  par r o t  t h at  
sw ear s a l l  a f t er n oon , 
an d  a cat  t h at  com es 
h om e la t e  at  n igh t . 
 

-  Marie Corelli T
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New member Gary Cunial being inducted  into the club by PDG Joe 
DiFatta as President Archie makes sure all the paperwork is done. 

Centennial Countdown 

Rotary' s centennial on Feb-
ruary 23, 2005 may be more 
than two years away, but it' s 
not too early to begin the 
countdown to the big event.  
RI' s Centennial Planning 
Committee encourages Ro-
tarians to focus on three key  
goals for 2005 in support of 
the Rotary Centennial: 
1. eradicate polio 

2. increase membership to          
1.5 million members 

3. support the Rotary Foun-
dation of RI' s goal of 
US$100 per member in dona-
tions to the Annual Programs 

Fund. 

The committee urges clubs 
and districts to form their 
own centennial planning 
committees this year to plan 
and launch special obser-
vances and projects.   

Rotary clubs are also en-
couraged to plan a new com-
munity service project that 
will commemorate Rotary' s 
centennial.  To participate in 
this effort, clubs must regis-
ter their project with RI by 
January 1, 2003, using the 
online registration form at 
www.rotary.org.  All pro-
jects must be completed by 
February, 2005. 



The Rotary Club of Van Nuys held a 
“Fireside Chat”  last Wednesday eve-
ning as a way of giving newer members 
and their spouses an opportunity to 
learn more about Rotary in a relaxed 
social setting.  Mari and Pete Satuloff 
were the gracious hosts who volun-
teered their beautiful home for the eve-
ning. 

Board members, new members and 
other guests dined, socialized and dis-
cussed various aspects of Rotary during 
the course of the evening. 

Attendees included, Carlos Rivera, Bill 
Selcer, Major George Beauchamp and 
his wife, Joe DiFatta, Don and Andrea 
Reinken, Jim and Joan Tenner, Paul 
Davis and others whose names have 
slipped by me. 
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EVERYBODY'S TALKING ABOUT THE FIRESIDE CHAT 

Our thanks to Mari 

and Pete Satuloff for 

being the perfect hosts for the 

perfect Rotary  event.  

TH E ROTARYGRAM  

President Archie thanks Mari and Pete for opening up their home as PDG Joe 
wonders what Marsha would say if he volunteered their house for the next one. 
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Program chair of the day Gordon Mace 
introduced our speaker Captain McNa-
mara who is the Commanding Officer of 
the Van Nuys Division of the Los Ange-
les Police Department.  Captain McNa-
mara is a 30 year veteran of the LAPD 
who has been in charge of Van Nuys for 
the past 4 years.  Originally from Pitts-
burgh where he taught middle school, the 
Captain oversees 350 personnel including 
civilians which works out to 220 officers 
for 225,000 residents.  In spite of being 
greatly understaffed, the Van Nuys Divi-
sion is one of the few areas of the city 
where crime has decreased.   The division 
is 10th in the city for violent crimes and 
10th in arrests.  Homicides are second 
lowest in the city and the homicide ar-
rests are the second highest.  The Captain 
told us that the Senior Lead Program is 
back and there is to be a big emphasis on 
community policing programs. 

He said that 
morale 
seems to be 
running high 
concerning 
the new chief 
and stated 
that there 
will be a 
meeting on 
Dec. 20th at 
which time 
Chief Brat-
ton is ex-
pected to 
announce his 
new staff and 
outline his 
points of 
action for the 
department. 

thank Joe for this project and also for all 
of his help with the Joint Service Club 
Luncheon. 

An announcement was made that we will 
be having a Reverse Raffle fund raiser in 
2003.  We have done these very success-
fully in the past and now that they are 
legal we anticipate raising more money 
than ever. 

Don Fetherolf reminded everyone that 
they can remember Phyllis Ryder, wife of 
Rotarian Irv Ryder, who passed away 
recently by making a donation in her 
name to the Van Nuys Rotary Founda-
tion. 

Visiting Rotarian Ellen McKenna from 
the Glendale Sunrise club mentioned that 
we can make donations to Beverly 
Healthcare who then passes them on to 
the elderly at the holidays.  Flannel shirts, 
warm-up suits, sweatshirts and sweat-
pants, sweaters, vests, pajamas, night-
gowns, robes, transistor radios with ear-
phones, tapes, portable CD players, easy 
to read watches, photo albums, hair-
brushes, stationary, stamps, calendars, 
books, scarves, wallets, purses, tele-

Next week' s meeting will feature the 
voices of the Valley Choir as they sing 
for us songs of the season. 

The following week we will have our 
regular meeting in the same place at the 
same time.  Immediately following the 
meeting those who have volunteered will 
be delivering baskets of holiday cheer to 
various people in our community.  If you 
would like to help and have not yet 
signed up, please contract Rocky Star. 

Joe DiFatta passed out signature cards for 
the Rotary Holiday letter which is both a 
way to send a card to fellow Rotarians 
and a way of raising funds for the club to 
use in our community.  We would like to 

phones with large numbers. 

More than half of the elderly living in 
nursing homes and alone at home have no 
visitors, and receive no holiday greeting 
cards or gifts during the holiday season.  
Your participation in the Lightheart 
Foundation annual gift collection would 
be a great service to these people. 

Please call 818-438-3092 for more infor-
mation. 

The theme of the 2003 Tournament of 
Roses Parade theme is “Children' s 
Dream, Wishes and Imagination” . 

Pictured below are some of the children 
at Cherie Spamer' s school .  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OTHER THINGS OF INTEREST 

THIS WEEK'S PROGRAM/ SPEAKER OF THE DAY 

 

Captain McNamara was our Speaker of the Day.    Left to right: Gordon 
Mace, PDG Joe DiFatta, Captain McNamara, President Archie Kidwell, 
Mari Satuloff, Pete Satuloff. 



 

 

Rotary is an organization of 

Business and Professional per-

sons united worldwide, who provide humanitarian ser-

vice, encourage high ethical standards in all vocations 

and help build goodwill and peace in the word. 

The Rotary Club of Van Nuys meets at noon every 
Wednesday at the 94th Aero Squadron at 16320 

Raymer Avenue, Van Nuys which is located 
between the Airport and the Budweiser Plant. 

THE ROTARY CLUB OF VAN NUYS, 
CALI FORNI A 

free lunch. 

This weeks awardees are Sandra Munster 
from New Horizons who has been mar-
ried for 20 years and helps with the meet-
ing facilities at New Horizons. (seen at 
left with Yasmina Snider from New Hori-
zons.  At right is David  Bessler, Volley-
ball coach at Van Nuys High School with 

Students recognized for community lead-
ership and involvement are based upon a 
combination of contributions to their 
community and personal gains as an indi-
vidual.  Awardees are given a Certificate 
of Commendation and a Fifty Dollar US 
Savings bond in addition to the infamous 

two of his star players Brook Truong and 
Hala Hadawar who are both students at 
the Van Nuys Magnet School.  Absent 
today was Russell Muraoka from New 
Horizons. 

Thank you to Youth Service chair Don 
Reinken for another outstanding program. 

STUDENT RECOGNITIONS FOR COMMUNITITY SERVICE 

 
Phone:  818-326-2235 

Email: Kbjb028@earthlink.net 

“Service Above Self”  

We’re on the web! 
www.vannuysrotary.com 


