
The meet ing was officia lly 
ca lled to order  with  the 
Pledge of Allegiance being 
lead by Don  Fetherolf.  
Ken  Benson  presen ted the 
Invoca t ion  and Car los 
Rivera  was presen t  to 
lead us in  singing “God 
Bless Amer ica .” 

Presiden t  Arch ie noted 
tha t  we had no visit ing 
Rotar ian s or  guest s with  
us today.  He a lso noted 
the bot t les of sparkling 
Apple cider  on  the tables 

and asked us a ll to 
ra ise our  gla sses in  
a  toa st  to Rotary 
In terna t iona l’s 
98th  bir thday. 

After  we a ll had a  
dr ink he asked our  
Treasurer  Pete 

Sa tu loff to stand and up-
da te us on  the Reverse 
Raffle.  Pete reminded us 
tha t  the ra ffle is coming 
up March  12th  a t  the 
Calabasas Inn  and is the 
club’s m ajor  fundra iser  
and u rged tha t  we get  a ll 
t icket  sa les in  to h im 
ASAP. 

Bob Rice was recognized 
for  a ll of h is effor t s on  
beha lf of the RI Polio 
Eradica t ion  project  and 
he took advan tage of it  to 

give us an  update of the 
progress being made and 
urged those who have not  
yet  filled ou t  a  card to do 
so. 

Gary Cunia l was a sked to 
give deta ils of the J oin t  
Rotary Luncheon  next  
Thursday a t  Por ter  Ranch  
and in  what  tu rned ou t  
sounding like an  Abbot t  
and Costello rou t ine he 
told us th a t  we would be 
dark next  Wednesday bu t  
would meet  a t  noon  on  
Thursday a t  the Por ter  
va lley Country Club to 
lunch  with  members of 
Granada  Hills, Woodland 
Hills, Nor th  San  Fer -
nando Valley and the 
Nor th  East  Va lley Rotary 
Clubs. 

to studen t s who represen t  
the Rotary idea l  and so 
much  more. 

It  is the club tha t  has 
made me a  successfu l 
presiden t  and from the 
bot tom of my hear t  I 
thank you  for  a ll you  have 
done in  our  community. 

1939: The Rota r ian  pub-
lishes fir st  of 160 peace 
a r t icles by notable person-
a lit ies such as Mohandas 
K. Ga ndhi a nd George Ber-
nard Sha w. 

1942: Rota ry peace-
planning conference in  
London serves as precursor  
to UNESCO. 

(con ’t . next  week) 
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THE ROTARY PEACE MOVEMENT 
1914: Houston  convent ion  
adopts resolu t ion  ca lling 
for  an  in terna t iona l peace 
conference. 

1922: Los Angeles Conven-
t ion  approved addit ion  of 
peace to Object  of Rota ry. 

1932: Chaco War  between 
Bolivia  and Para guay be-
gins; Rota r ians stage la rge 
effor t  to help pr isoners. 

A publica t ion of the Rota ry Club of Van Nuys, Ca liforn ia  

P RESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE 

 
More than  ha lf way 
th rough  my term of office 
I can  on ly wonder  where 
the t ime has gone. 

The fir st  t ime I stood a t  
the podium I found my-
self wonder ing how I was 
going to make it  though  
the year .  As I look back 
now and reflect  on  my 
year  to da te I rea lize tha t  
I had noth ing to worry 
about  th a t  fir st  day be-
cause Rotary isn ’t  abou t  
me bu t  ra ther  it ’s abou t  
a ll of us together  doing 
what ’s best  for  our  com-
munity both  a t  home and 
around the wor ld. 

I look back and rea lize 
tha t  it  is the club th a t  
has brought  in  7 new 
members, it  is the club 
tha t  h as ga thered a t  F ire 
Sta t ion  #88 to pay our  
respects to the vict im s of 
9-11, it  is our  club tha t  
has fingerpr in ted ch il-
dren  a t  the Panorama 
City mall, prepared food 
baskets for  needy families 
a t  the holidays, read to 
ch ildren  a t  Cohasset  
School, presen ted awards 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
CONTINUED 
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The Rotary Club Of Van Nuys, Californ ia  
Present s 

The Reverse Raffle and Dinner  
   $$$$$   $5,000 GRAND PRIZE   $$$$$         

Plus many other  cash  pr izes 
 

Da te:  Wednesday, March  12, 2003 

Time:  6:30pm  socia l hour     (no host  ba r ) 

  7:30pm dinner  

  8:45pm ra ffle 

Cost :  Raffle: $50.00 per  t icket  

  Dinner : #30.00 per  person  

Loca t ion: Ca labasas Inn  23500 Park Sorren to Dr ive,  
  Ca labasas, Ca . 91302 

Only 250 ra ffle t icket s will be sold for  th is event .  Donat ions will be refunded in fu ll if less than  200 
ra ffle t ickets a re sold.  Raffle t icket  holders need not  be present  to win (except  for  consolat ion draw-
ing, you must  be present  to win  dur ing th is por t ion  of the event).  Decisions of the Rotary Club of Van 
Nuys to a ll winners are fina l.  The Rotary Club of Van Nuys is not  responsible for  any split t ing of 
pr izes.  All ra ffle t icket  holders not  a t t ending dinner  a re welcome to par t icipa te in  the ra ffle com-
mencing at  approximately 8:45pm. 

For m ore  in form ation  p le ase  con tact: 

 J oe  DiFatta  at  (818)-700-1939 or P e te  Satu loff at  (818-710-0622) 

RAFFLE INFORMATION 
$50.00 cash  pr ize awarded to the 20th , 40th, 60th , 80th , 120th, 
140th , 160th , 180th, 220th , 240th  ra ffle t icket  drawn. 

$150.00 cash pr ize is awarded to the 100th  and 200th raffle 
t icket s drawn. 

$250.00 cash pr ize is awarded to the 249th  ra ffle t icket  drawn. 

$5,000.00 cash pr ize is awarded to the 250th  raffle t icket  
drawn . (Last  five t icket  holders will assemble on  stage) 

Con solation  prize s: a t  the complet ion of the ra ffle, a ll non-winning t ickets will be returned to the 
hopper  and more ra ffle t icket s will be drawn.  (Win n e rs  m u st be  prese n t for th is  portion  of th e  
draw in g.) 

Why are Eddie and Paul 
smiling? 

They bought  their  t icket s 
for  the Van Nuys Rotary 
Reverse Raffle Reverse 
Raffle. 



Today’s Program Chair  was PDG 
J oe DiFat ta  who in t roduced us to 
Celine Birk who is the Genera l 
Manager  of the Van  Nuys Airpor t . 

Ms. Birk  has been  a t  Van  Nuys 
Airpor t  for  the last  th ree years 
and before tha t  was a t  Wor ld Air -
por t  Headquar ter  for  th ir t een  
years. 

A 3rd genera t ion  Californ ian , Ms. 
Birk a lso man ages the Pa lmdale 
Airpor t , the Ride-a-way facilit ies 
which  service 900,000 passengers 
year ly on  their  way to Los Angeles 
Airpor t  and direct ly oversees secu-
r ity , public a ffa ir s, ma in tenance 
and the two fire facilit ies a t  the 
a irpor t . 

She told us tha t  Van  Nuys Airpor t  
is a  24 hour  opera t ion  a lth ough  
fligh ts a re subject  to cur fews and 
since 9-11 there has been  in -
creased secur ity th roughout  the 
facility. 

The a irpor t  was establish ed in  
1929 under  the name of the Metro-

politan  Airpor t  and was 
bought  by the US Govern-
ment  in  the ear ly 40’s.  In  
the la te 40’s it  was taken  
over  by the City of Los An -
geles and is now one of 4 
a irpor ts tha t  the city run s. 

Van  Nuys Airpor t  is the 
home to pr iva tely owned 
a ircraft , non-public com-
mercia l jet s and is a lso a  
reliever  a irpor t  for  LAX.  
Besides having their  own 
on-site Fire Depar tment , 
the a irpor t  a lso houses th e 
a irplanes and helicopters used to 
figh t  wildfires in  the dry season . 

The a irpor t  is abou t  to un dergo ma-
jor  changes and renovat ions with  
the new Genera l P lan  ca lling for  a  
sh ift  towards more pr iva te jet s and 
a  complete makeover  of the Fly-A-
Way facilit ies which  will be rebu ilt  
to double the ava ilable pa rking with  
a  five floor  parking st ructu re and a  
new depar tu re and t icket ing facility 
tha t  will 50,000 Square feet  in  size. 

Ms. Birk  a lso told us tha t  the Air  
Expo will r etu rn  J une 21-22 and 
will fea tu re a  replica  of th e or igina l 
Wrigh t  Flier  a s well as a  display 
fea tu r ing the Wrigh t  Brothers.  
Ford will be a  sponsor  of t he a ir  
show as they celebra te their  100th  
ann iversary and it  is a lso the 75th  
ann iversary of the Los Angeles Air -
por t  system. 

Van  Nuys Rotary expects to be one 
of the Non-profit s a t  the show. 

TODAY’S MEETING:       

very ac-
t ive in  
the  

Services 
depar t -
ment  
and 
were 
accom-
pan ied 
by New 
Hor izons 
Market -
ing As-
socia te 
Nancy 
Banks. 
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Each  week th roughout  the school 
year  the Rotary Club of Van  Nuys 
awards Cer t ifica tes of Commen-
da t ion  and a  United Sta tes sav-
ings bond to studen ts from Bir -
mingham, Gran t  and Mon roe 
High  School a s well a s stu den ts 
a t  New Hor izons and Tier ra  Del 
Sol. The award is ba sed on  cit i-
zensh ip, community service and 
personal development .  In  other  
words, these studen ts a re se-
lected based upon  their  exh ibit ing 
and ach ieving the idea ls of Ro-
ta ry in  their  lives. 

Th is weeks honorees a re from 
New Hor izons where they a re 

 

VOCATIONAL SERVICE/YOUTH SERVICE 

Everybody is a ll smiles as Youth  Director  Don Reinken present s 
Manuel and J ua nita  their  Cer t ifica tes of Commendat ion . 

P resident  Archie Kidwell, our  Speaker  of the 
Day Celina  Birk a nd Secreta ry Cher ie Spamer . 



Meets a t  noon  every 
Wednesday a t  the  94th  Aero 

Squadron  loca ted a t  16320 
Raymer  Avenue, Van  Nuys and 
is loca ted between  the Airpor t  

the Budweiser  plan t . 

Feb. 19:  Van Nuys Airpor t  Genera l 
Manager  Selma Birk will be our  guest  
speaker .  

Feb. 20:  Nancy Hoffman ’s bir thday 

Feb. 25:  PDG J oe DiFa t ta ’s bir thday 

Feb 26:   Dark a t  94th  Aero Squadron 

Feb. 27:  J oin t  ”Rota ry Club” meet ing       
a t  Por ter  Ranch a t  noon with  Dennis 
McCar thy of the Los Angeles Daily 
News as guest  Speaker  

March 2: Ruben Corona ’s 
bir thday 

March 4:  J u lie 
Beauchamp’s bir thda y 

March 7-9: P .E .T.S. 

March 10:  J ohn McDa n-
nel’s bir thday 

March 12:  Dark a t  94th  Aero Squad-
ron.  Van Nuys Rota ry Reverse Raffle 
a t  the Ca labasas Inn .  6:30pm 

March 19:  J u lie Hennessey who is the 
Director  of the Los Angeles Expor t  
Assistance Center  will be our  speaker .  

   World Understanding Month 
February 8    District Leadership 
Meeting, Sam’s Cafe, New Horizons, 
North Hills, 8:30 AM 
    

 World Rotaract Month 
March 7-9    PETS -- Presidents Elect 
Training Seminar, LAX Marriott 
March 8    District Leadership Meet-
ing, Sam’s Cafe, New Horizons, 
North Hills, 8:30 AM 

March 14-16    RYLA -- Rotary Youth 
Leadership Awards, Salvation Army   
Camp, Malibu 
 

April        Magazine Month 
April 12    District Leadership Meet-
ing, Sam’s Cafe, New Horizons, 
North Hills, 8:30 AM 

April 19    District Assembly, Pierce 
College,  Woodland Hills 

P lease remember  in  your  hear t s and 
prayers Irv Ryder  who is st ill hospi-
t a lized a t  Tarzana  Medica l Center  
(818)708-5427. 

 

Also remember  Rota r ian  Grant  Lip-
per t , Ken Wor then ’s da ughter , Mike 
Quiroga ’s mother , Eddie Viramontes 
mother  who is recover ing a fter  her  
st roke. 

 

Our  deepest  sympathies go out  to fel-
low Rotar ian  Car los Rivera  who’s fa -
ther  passed away recent ly. 

Email: kbjb028@ear th link.net  
Snail mail:   
567 W. Channel Islands Blvd. 
PMB 167 
Por t  Hueneme, Ca. 93041 

“Se rvice  Above  
Se lf” 

 

Th e  Rotary  Club Of Van  

Nu ys, Californ ia  

We’re on  the web 

www.vannuysrota ry.org 

IMP ORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
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Program Chair :   Gordon  Mace 
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Nor th  Hollywood Club 


