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T h e  R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  V a n  N u y s ,  C a l i f o r n i a  

May 7, 2003 

Van Nuys Rotary Past  Presidents from left  to r ight :   

Front  row: Ron White, PDG Joe DiFatta, Mar i lyn Bidwel l (wi fe of recent ly deceased Past  Presi-
dent  George Bidwel l ), I rv Ryder, Ken Worthen, Pete Satuloff.  

Back row:  David Honda, Jeff Bi l ls, Bob Rice, Don Stout , Don Fetherol f, Jamie Cordaro, PDG 
Emil io Basi le, Bob Cox, Don Reinken, John McDannel, Mike Quiroga, Fl ip Smith. 

PAST PRESIDENTS DAY 



With today being Past  Presidents 
Day i t  was only fi t t ing that  Presi-
dent  Archie Kidwel l  should ask 
Past  President  (and Mar ine) Bob 
Rice to lead us in the Pledge of Al le-
giance.   

We were then honored to have visi t -
ing Rotar ian and PDG Bi l l  Franks 
on hand to share the Invocat ion 
with us. 

Our  president  then int roduced the 
inspirat ional singing duo of Barbara 
Baerg and Car los Rivera who pro-
ceeded to take the club to new 
heights as they led the singing of 
“God Bless Amer ica”.   

Past  President  Fl ip Smith then took 
the podium to int roduce the Past  
Presidents in at tendance and to 
make a br ief commentary on each 
ones year  in office and events sur-
rounding their  respect ive demot ion 
par t ies. 

Fl ip went  back to the year  1971 
when the president  was I rv Ryder .  
I rv was also a L i t t le League umpire 
for  the league Fl ip was playing in. 

Fol lowing I rv was Don Fetherolf 
who was responsible for  star t ing the 
Van Nuys Rotary Foundat ion. Joe 
DiFat ta was next  and he went  on to 
be Dist r ict  Governor .  Next  on the 
l ist  was Bob Rice who we al l  know 
and love as “Mr. Internat ional Ser-
vice”. 

Don Stout  made good use of his year  
in office by taking thousands of kids 
to Dodger  stadium for  hotdogs and 
basebal l . 

Fl ip s president  dur ing the 1983-84 
year  and  we st i l l  put  on the Track 
Meet  that  he star ted.  Pete Satuloff 
was our  next  president  and he did 
such a good job that  he has been on 
the board ever  since. 

John McDannel took the club to 
new heights dur ing his year  and he 
was fol lowed by the year  of “The 

Godfather” with Emil io Basi le who 
also went  on the be Dist r ict  Gover-
nor . 

Gordon Mace made many cont r ibu-
t ions dur ing his year  but  what  eve-
ryone remembers is when he took 
his wife to a stag par ty. 

Ken Worthen conducted his year  in 
the same fashion that  he conducts 
himself today...doing everything 
that  he can to help the poor  in our  
communit y. 

1990-91 saw the club leadership 
being handled by the nicest  lawyer  
to ever  take the job.  That  can only 
be Ron White who was accompanied 
to the meet ing by his daughter  
Whitney who is home from col lege. 

David Honda’s year  had everything 
from designing a medical cl inic as 
an Internat ional project  to a shower 
in a topless bar . 

Jeff Bi l l , bet ter  known at  “El Jeffe”, 
bui l t  membership along with a 
st rong communit y service commit -
ment . 

Ken Benson’s year  saw a lot  of so-
cial  act ivi ty involving club members 
and their  famil ies as wel l  as the 
star t  of out  honorees program. 

 Mike Quiroga was our  stabi l izing 
force in the late 90’s and Jamie 
Cordaro networked the club with al l  
of the other  non-profi ts he serves 
with. 

We also had with us club members 
who were Past  Presidents in other  
clubs:  Box Cox, Don Reinken and 
Frank Micale. 

Our  most  special  guest  was Mar i lyn 
Bidwel l , wife of Past  President  
George Bidwel l  who passed away 
recent ly. 

We thank Fl ip Smith and everyone 
else who helped to make this such a 
special  day. 

 

Th i s Week ’s M eet i ng  
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M ay 

Di st r i ct  Con fer ence M on t h  

15th  Dist r ict  Conference Golf Tourna-
ment , contact  Peter  Fleming-626-577-
2748, General Old Golf Course 

15th-18th  Dist r ict  Conference, Mis-
sion Inn, Riverside, Ca.. 

For  regist rat ion cal l  Jim Micale at  
818-763-5693.  For  rooms cal l  the Mis-
sion Inn at  1-800-843-7755.  

 

The Mission Inn is a Nat ional H istor ic 
Landmark Hotel located in Riverside, 
Cal i fornia and is celebrat ing i ts 100 
year  anniversary and host ing the Ro-
tary Dist r ict  5260 Dist r ict  Conference 
May 16, 17 ,18, 2003. 



Our 
Speaker  of 
the Day  
for  Past  
Presidents 
Day was 
Mar ine 
Colonel 
Michael 
Beisinger  
who is 
stat ioned 
at  Camp 
Pendleton 
located 
nor th of 
San 
Diego.  He 
star ted 
his career  
in a some-
what  du-
bious 
fashion by 
volunteer ing for  duty in Nor th Da-
kota. 

He claims i t  was al l  par t  of a plan 
as he had decided he needed to find 
a wife and set t le down and in Nor th 
Dakota he found a good Norwegian 
wife to whom he is st i l l  marr ied. 

He spoke to us of t5he impor tance of 
Camp Pendleton which is the na-
t ions busiest  mi l i tary base.  Located 
38 miles nor th of downtown San 
Diego, Camp Pendleton covers 
250,000 acres and the 17 1/2 miles 
of shorel ine is the largest  undevel-
oped por t ion of coastal  area left  in 

Southern Cal i fornia. 

The base is the home of I  Mar ine 
Expedit ionary Force, 1st  Mar ine 
Division, 1st  Force Service Suppor t  
Group and many tenant  units, in-
cluding elements of Mar ine Aircraft  
Group 39 and Mar ine Corps Tact i-
cal Systems Suppor t  Act ivi t y. 

Th i s Week ’s Pr ogr am 
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This week's honorees are Janet  Frakhtman and Bobbi Smith 
shown with Van Nuys HS Cooking Inst i tute counci lor  Mar ion 
Phi l l ips. 

Youth Director  Don Reinken (and Past  President  of the 
Aurora, I l l inois Rotary Club) was on hand today to int ro-
duce  honorees Janet  Frakhtman and Bobbi Smith from 
Van Nuys High School and to present  them with Cer t i fi -
cates of Appreciat ion from Van Nuys Rotary and US 
Savings Bonds to reward their  for  their  community ser-
vice act ivi t ies and personal development .  The ladies 
were accompanied by their  school counci lor  Mar ion Phil-
l ips who gave us the background of our  honorees and the 
special  program that  they par t icipate in at  school. 

Both Janet  and Bobbi are outstanding graduates of the 
schools Cooking Inst i tute which has produced students 
who have received over  $100,000 wor th of scholarships  

since i ts incept ion. 

These awards are presented weekly throughout  the 
school year  to students from our  three local H igh 
Schools, New Hor izons and Tier ra Del Sol for  act ivi t ies 
that  most  uphold the values of Rotary. 



President :             Archie Kidwel l  

President  Elect :             Jim Tenner  

Secretary:             Cher ie Spamer 

Treasurer :             Peter  Satuloff 

Immediate Past  President :           James ªJamieº Cordaro 

Communit y Service Director :           Paul Davis 

Vocat ional Service Director :           Fl ip Smith 

Internat ional Service Director :            Marcelo ªMikeº Quiroga 

Youth Services Director :            Don Reinken 

Director  at  Large:            Ed Viramontes 

Program Chair :             Gordon Mace 

Newslet ter :             Ken Benson 

Meets at  noon every Wednesday at  the  
94th Aero Squadron located at  16320 

Raymer Avenue, Van Nuys and is located 
between the Airpor t  the Budweiser  plant . 

 
T H E  R O T A R Y  C L U B  O F  

V A N  N U Y S,  C A L I F O R N I A  

Roscoe Blvd.  LAPD Officers and 
Detect ives wi l l  ªProtect  and Serveº 
your  table to benefi t  the children 
and famil ies of the LAPD Foothi l l  
and Van Nuys areas.  After  your  
meal please TIP-the-Cop who 
served you. A JEOPARDY program. 

May 14:  Speaker  of the Day former 
USC running back Bob Buckley.  He 
was in the famous 1951 backfield 
that  also included Frank Gi fford. 

May 17:  Armed Forces Day 

 

 

 

 

May 15-18:  Dist r ict  5260 Conven-
t ion, Mission Inn, Riverside, Ca.  

BIRTHDAYS 

 May 11: Jamie Cordaro 

May 12:  Joan Tenner                 

May 17:   Larry Sunder land 

May 20:  Sherr i  Cunial  

May 23:  Don Reinken 

June 5:  Don Fetherolf 

June 6:   Don Stout  

June 20: Larry Winnick 

June 24: Bob Rice 

 

May 11:  Mother 's Day. 

May 13:  ªTip—A—Copº;  11am-
9pm Lulu's Bakery and Café, 16900 

May 19:  Victor ia Day (Canada) 

May 26:  Memor ial  Day 

 

 

Fly your  
flag. 

 

 

June 6, 7, 8:  I nternat ional Service 
t r ip to Rosar i to Beach, Baja Nor te, 
Mexico. 

June 21-22:  Van Nuys Airpor t  
Aviat ion Expo 2003; Centennial  of 
Fl ight ; 9am-5pm.  Free admission. 

June 29: 10am Sunday, Encino Glen 

“ Far ew el l  To K i dw el l ”  

I M PORTANT DATES 

567 W. Channel I slands Blvd. PMB 167, 
Por t  Hueneme, Ca. 93041 

Emai l : kbjb028@earthl ink.net  

“ SERVI CE 
ABOVE SEL F”  

WE'RE ON THE WEB AT 
WWW.VANNUYSROTARY.ORG 

Rotary Internat ional 

President  2002-2003 

Bhichai Rat takul 

Dhonbur i , Thai land  

Rotary Dist r ict  5260 

Governor , 2002-2003 

Ken Banks 

Nor th Hol lywood, Ca.  


