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T h e  R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  V a n  N u y s ,  

C a l i f o r n i a  

THIS  WEEK’S MEETING 

J une 18, 2003 

Wh e re  to  Make  Up  

Mon day 

6:30pm-San  Fernando-
Sylmar , Denny’s,13201 
Gladstone , Sylmar . 

Tu e sday  

8am-Warner  Cen ter  Sun-
r ise, Dilbeck Realtors, 
21747 Erwin  St reet , 
Woodland Hills. 

We dn e sday  

5:45pm-West  San  Fer -
nando Valley Twiligh t , 
Henr i’s Restauran t , 
21601 Sherman  Way, 
Canoga  Park 

Th u rsday  

7:30am-Calabasas Coun-
t ry Club, 4515 Park Ent -
t rada , Calabasas 

12:10pm-N. San  Fer -
nando Valley, Odyssey 
Restauran t , 15600 Odys-
sey Dr ive, Mission  Hills. 

Friday  

7am-Glendale Sunr ise, 
Hilton  Hotel, 2200 W. 
Glenoaks Blvd., Glendale 

OR: You  can  make-up a t  
any one of 31,314 clu bs 
wor ldwide. 

For  reasons beknownst  to only h imself, 
P resident  Archie Kidwell st ruck the bell 
10 t imes to st a r t  today’s meet ing.  He then  
sta r t ed speaking but  none could hear   for  
the r inging in  their  ea rs.   

It  would appear  tha t  he wa s welcoming us 
to Rota ry for  the last  t ime while bidding a  
fond fa rewell to our  lunch server  Ar turo. 
The fir st  words tha t  we could make out  
were those of a lmost  president  J im Tenner  
who lead us in  the P ledge of Allegiance as 
well as offer ing the Invoca t ion .  The song 
was an  adventure as Car los, Archie and 
J im led us in  singing “God Bless Amer ica”.    

P resident  Archie then  in t roduced visit ing 
Rota r ian  Steve McLoud from the Studio 
City/Sherman Oaks club who was with  us 
today.  Nancy Hoffman then  in t roduced her  
guest  who was Ilene from t he Chamber  of-
fice. days.  

Our  President  st a r t ed the announcements 
with  th is coming weekend’s Air  show a t  the 
Van Nuys Airpor t s.  He sta ted tha t  the club 
would be working two booths tha t  would be 
selling commemora t ive Tee Shir t s to ra ise 
funds and tha t  everyone should a r r ive on  
t ime for  their  sh ift s.   



The Expo will be one of only 10 ven-
ues in  the na t ion  selected to host  a  
fu ll-sca le replica  of the or igina l 
Wright  F lyer . 

The free weekend a ir  show is an  
impor tant  San Fernando Valley 
t radit ion .  After  missing last  year  
for  securuty reasons, the Expo re-
turns as the city’s la rgest , free fam-
ily event  and, it  a lso ra ises thou-
sands of dolla rs for  loca l non-profit  
youth  and service orga niza t ions.  
Our  tha nks to F lip Smith , Paul 
Davis and others who worked so 
hard to help make Van Nuys Rota ry 
a  par t  of th is grea t  event . 

The club will be exper iencing an -
other  significant  event  in  the near  

fu ture as the Demot ion  Par ty for  
President  Kidwell dra ws near . 

The da te is Sunday, J une 29th  from 
10am to 2pm a t  The Encino Glen  
and we hope everyone will be in  
a t t endance as you have a lr eady 
been billed for  a t t ending. 

We will be celebra t ing the t enure of 
our  esteemed president  as we relive 
h is Rota ry year  and welcome dist in-
guished notables from our  commu-
nity who have a lso come to honor  
and lay pra ise a t  h is feet . 

Of course no “Toast” would be com-
plete without  a  lit t le “Roast” and we 
look forward to seeing what  our  
event  planners have in  mind. 

 

Th is  We e k’s  Me e tin g   
(cont inued from page 1) 
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J UNE-LEADERSHIP  TRAINING 

16th  Burbank Golf Tournament , 
Cascades Golf Club, Sylma r .  

19th  Lancaster  Sunr ise Char ter  
Par ty. 

2003-04  LEND A HAND 

J ULY-LITERACY MONTH 

13th  Dist r ict  Leadership Meet ing, 
Sam’s Club, Nor th  Hills, 8:30AM. 

19th  Rota ry In terna t iona l P resi-
dent ia l Celebra t ion , Vancouver , Br it -
ish  Columbia , Canada . 

AUGUST-MEMBERSHIP  AND 
EXTENSION MONTH 

6th  Governor  visit s Santa  Cla r it a  
 Sunr ise Club. 

7th  Governor  visit s Atwater  Sil-
 ver  Lake Club.  

8th  Governor  visit s Nor th  San 
 Fernando Valley Club. 

10th  Dist r ict  Leadership Meet ing, 
 Sam’s Club, Nor th  Hills, 
 8:30am. 

11th  Governor  visit s Rosamond 
 Club. 

12th  Governor  visit s Antelope Val-
 ley Sunr ise Club. 

13th  Governor  visit s Pa lmdale 
 Club. 

14th  Governor  visit s Grana da  
 Hills Club. 

15th  Governor  visit s Glenda le 
 Sunr ise Club. 

18th  Governor  visit s San Fer -
 nando Valley Nor thwest  
 Club. 

19th  Governor  visit s Studio 
 City/Sherman Oaks club. 

20th  Governor  visit s Santa  Cla r it a  
 club. 

 

THIS WEEK’S SP EAKER 
It  was a  relieved Gordon Mace who 
stepped to the podium to in t roduce 
our  Speaker  of the Day. 

After  a  years wor th  of scrambling 
for  the wonderfu l progra ms we 
have every week he was about  to 
complete h is tour  of duty as Pro-
gram Chair  and h is last  speaker  of 
the year  had shown up on  t ime and 
was ready to go. 

Gordon in t roduced us to Mr . Ber t  
Seneca  who is the genera l manager  
of the AirTel P laza  and th is years 
president  of the Mid Valley Cham-
ber  of Commerce. 

Ber t  gradua ted from Louisiana  
Sta te University with  an  Account -
ing Degree but  soon found h is way 
in to the Hospita lity Indust ry.  He is 
marr ied with  t wo daughter s, both  
of which  a re too old for  Gordon. 

He sta r t ed a t  the AirTel P laza  in  
1991 when it  st ill ca r r ied the name 
of Best  Western  and worked h is 
way up to being the Food and Bev-
erages Manager  and in  1998 was 
named Genera l Mana ger  for  the 

ent ire facility. 

Ber t  sa id the hotel, which  is 20 
years old, employs 220 people with  
about  ha lf of tha t  fu ll t ime sta ff. 

Theirs is pr imar ily a  Monday 
through Fr iday business t raveler  
hotel with  tour ist s on  the weekend 
and has suffered a  huge drop in  
tour ism since 9-11-02. 

The hotel is actua lly on  a irpor t  
proper ty and since 9-11 has made 
numerous changes to it ’s opera -
t iona l policy for  secur ity reasons. 

The hotel is loca lly owned and, as 
Ber t  sa id, “The best  th ing about  the 
job is tha t  the owners a re r ight  
down the ha ll.  The worst  th ing is 
tha t  the owners a re r ight  down the 
ha ll.”  

50% of Ber t ’s job is in  the area  of 
Communit y out reach .  Besides be-
ing President  of the Chamber , he is 
a lso involved in  the Police Council 
and numerous other  community 
organiza t ions working to improve 
the grea ter  Van Nuys a rea . 
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Taken from the HEALTH sect ion  of FORTUNE magazine 

Wednesday, Apr il 30, 2003  
By Carol J . Loomis  

(thanks to Don Reinken  for  finding th is a r t icle) 

 
Rotary vs. Polio 
The gang tha t  comics joke about  is kayoing a  killer  disease.  
 

In  the past  yea r  members of the Rota ry Club in  Sedalia , Mo. (pop: 20,339), honored a  student  
of the month  a t  Smith-Cot ton  High  School, read to fir st -graders, delivered va len t ines to pa -
t ien t s a t  Bothwell Regional Hospita l, and helped the city’s Hispanics celebra te Cinco de 
Mayo. Also, they kept  working to eradica te polio wor ldwide.  

Well, the Seda lia  club isn’t  eradica t ing polio a ll by it self--30,000 Rota ry Clubs a ll over  the 
wor ld a re helping--and the job’s not  qu ite done. Polio st ill exist s in  seven  count r ies: Afghani-
stan , Egypt , India , Niger , Niger ia , Pakistan, and Somalia . But  the incredible fact  is tha t  Ro-
ta ry In terna t iona l, the but t  of stand-up comedians forever , has since the mid-1980s a ll bu t  
wiped out  the disease. When Bill Ga tes, whose Bill and Melinda  Ga tes Founda t ion  has given  
billions to advance wor ld hea lth , is a sked wha t  medica l project s he respect s, he often  sta r t s 
with  Rota ry and "the remarkable job it  has done with  polio."  

Years ago every Rota ry Club was an  island tha t  ca r r ied out  service project s on  it s own. It  
would have been  "close to heresy," says Bill Sergeant  of Knoxville, Tenn., now Rota ry’s poli-
omeister , for  anyone to suggest  any other  form of opera t ing. But  in  the la te 1970s a  visionary 
Rota ry president , Aust ra lian Clem Renouf, persuaded the organiza t ion’s h iera rchy tha t  the 
clubs were wast ing their  t a len ts by not  unit ing to a t tack a  major  problem. Polio was chosen , 
and u lt ima tely, in  1986, Rota ry announced a  dr ive to ra ise the unimaginable amount  of $120 
million  to eradica te the disease. With  tha t  sta r t --and with  the $247 million  tha t  was actua lly 
ra ised--PolioPlus was off the ground.  

Rota ry has now put  more than  $500 million  in to PolioPlus and has ga thered billions more 
from such  pa r tners a s the World Hea lth  Organiza t ion , Unicef, the Centers for  Disease Con-
t rol, and the Gates Founda t ion  it self. Vaccines a re the fir st  cost , of course. Every ch ild under  
the age of 5--there a re 607 million  in  the wor ld--needs to receive a t  least  six doses, a t  a  per -
dose cost  of a round 10 cents. Beyond tha t  expense is the logist ica l cha llenge of deliver ing the 
vaccines. The difficu lty of get t ing despera tely poor  mothers and ch ildren  to an  immuniza t ion  
center  six or  more t imes can’t  be underest ima ted. Rota ry takes on  much of tha t  work: In  war-
ravaged Sudan, for  example, it  has char tered planes to a ir lift  vaccines and sta ff to the inac-
cessible southern  pa r t  of the count ry.  

The seven  count r ies where polio st ill exists each  must  pass severa l t est s before they can  be 
decla red free of the disease, including having no cases for  th ree yea rs. (In  case you’re wonder-
ing, the U.S. has been polio-free since 1993.) Rota r ians would love to see some of the seven  
gradua te by 2005, the organiza t ion’s 100th bir thday. Meanwhile, Renouf is now Sir  Clem, 
knighted for  h is humanita r ian  work in  connect ion  with  Rota ry.   



2003-2004 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President :   J ames L. Tenner             

P resident  Elect :   Car los Rivera  

Immedia te Past  P resident : Archie Kidwell 

Communit y Service Director : Gary Cunia l 

Voca t iona l Service Director : Dr . Bar ry Leonard 

In terna t iona l Service Director :  Marcelo (Mike) Quiroga  

Youth  Services Director :  Don Reinken 

Director  a t  Large:  Ed Viramontes 

Newslet t er  Editor :  Lar ry Winnick    
    
                          

Dist r ict  5260 Governor :  

Er ich  Moreno           

Rota ry In terna t iona l P resident   

2003-2004, 

J ona than B. MajiYagbe 

Kano, Niger ia  

Meets a t  noon  every Wednesday a t  the  
94th  Aero Squadron  loca ted a t  16320 

Raymer  Avenue, Van  Nuys and is loca ted 
between  the Airpor t  the Budweiser  plan t . 

 
T H E  R O T A R Y  C L U B  O F  

V A N  N U Y S ,  C A L I F O R N I A  

  decla res “ Ich  bin  
  ein  Ber liner ”. 

J une 29th  Demot ion  Par ty for  
  P resident  Archie 
  Kidwell a t  Encino 
  Glen . 10am-2pm. 

J u ly 5th  US Secret  Service 
  established 

J u ly 19th  9th  annua l “Cops 
  and Cowboys” auc
  t ion  and dinner  a t  
  the DiFa t ta  fa rm. 

August  1st  Formal signing of 
  the Decla ra t ion  of 
  Independence 

August  15th  Woodstock Music 
  and Ar t  fa ir  opens 
  in  New York sta te. 

Sep 26-28th  46th  Annua l Sier ra  

BIRTHDAYS 
 Lar ry Winnick   J une 20 

J ane Russell  J une 21 

Bob Rice  J une 24 

Frank Mica le  J u ly 1 

Cher ie Spamer   J u ly 11 

Nancy Hoffma n ’s spouse J u ly 20 

********************************* 

J une 19th  Mid Valley Cham-
  ber  of Commerce a t  
  Bucca  Di Beppo 

J une 21-22 Van Nuys Airpor t  
  Avia t ion  Expo  

J une 26th  President  Kennedy 
  visit s Ber lin  and 

  Safa r i in  Bishop. 

Oct  11-12 Studio City  
  Sherman Oaks Ar t  
  Show, Moorpark 
  Park, Studio City. 

Oct . 15th  Dist r ict  Governor  
  visit s Van Nuys 
  Rota ry. 

J an  1st   Rota ry F loa t  in  the 
  Rose Parade. 

February 23rd 99th  anniversa ry of 
  the founding of Ro
  t a ry. 

Apr il 29-May 2nd  Dist r ict  5260  
  Conference, Bahia  
  Resor t , San  Diego. 

May 23-26th  Rota ry In terna  
  t iona l Convent ion , 
  Osaka , J apan. 

IMP ORTANT DATES 

567 W. Channel Islands Blvd. PMB 167, 
Por t  Hueneme, Ca . 93041 

Email: kbjb028@ear th link.net  

“SERVICE 
ABOVE SELF” 

WE’RE ON THE WEB AT 
WWW.VANNUYSROTARY.ORG 


